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Customer Focus
A down payment on the future of
agriculture is made each time NRCS’
Farmland Protection Program is used
in Vermont to purchase development
rights, helping keep productive farmland
in use. According to Vermont State
Conservationist Fran Keeler, Vermont
farms are in danger of becoming
subdivisions as towns grow into cities
and sprawl in neighboring areas. “This
program helps preserve some of the
State’s most vulnerable farmland and
ensures that the farming community
- the very essence of Vermont - remains
intact.” Once developed, productive
farmland is lost forever, placing food
security for the Nation at risk. The
Farmland Protection Program seeks to
protect farmland in the national interest
and state interest.

The Raymond Van der Wey farm in
Ferrisburgh, Vermont was just the kind
of farm for which this program was de-
signed. It is neat, well-run and success-
ful; the next generation wants to keep

it going. It is one of 11 farms in close
proximity that was protected around the
bustling little city of Vergennes.

Ray and his family farm 328 acres; milk
185 cows; and raise 160 heifers. Annu-
ally, they grow 150 acres of corn silage
and 280 acres of mixed hay/haylage.
Over the years, the Van der Weys
have invested in conservation and
water quality projects. Under the Lower
Ofter Dead Creek PL-566 watershed
program they installed a manure hold-
ing pond and milkhouse waste system.
More recently, a slotted floor freestall
barn used to house the milk cows

was erected. They also retrofitted the
original stanchion barn and installed a
flat parlor installed to decrease the time
spent milking.

Van der Wey, a native of Holland, sold
the development rights because “we
had no intentions of getting out of farm-
ing” and needed cash to make improve-
ments. ‘| like farming,” he said.

Farmland Protection Program
Vermont Summary

Overview The USDA Farmland Protection Program (FPP) helps farmers keep their
productive land in agriculture. The program assists States, Tribes, local governments
and non-profit organizations by purchasing conservation easements for the purpose of
limiting conversion to non-agricultural uses. NRCS provides up to 50% of the fair market
value of the conservation easement to the cooperating entity, which acquires, manages,
and enforces the easement. Landowners participate voluntarily, and protected farms
remain in private ownership. Every protected farm operates under a conservation plan
approved by the local Conservation District. Nationally, over $52 million have been obli-
gated to state and local entities since establishment of the program in 1996. Proposals
were accepted in 1996, 1997, 1998, and 2001.

Accomplishments Since 1996, Vermont has acquired and permanently protected 64
farms, totaling over 21,000 acres, with a total easement cost of $15.2 million. FPP has
helped bring new vitality to agriculture in Vermont. Not only has FPP enabled estab-
lished farmers to make new investment in land, barns and other infrastructure, but it has
given the next generation of operators more affordable access to farm ownership. In Fis
cal Year 2001, Vermont was awarded $3,318,700 for its Farmland Protection Program.
These funds will be used to purchase up to 50% of the fair market value of permanent
easements on about 50 Vermont farms. It is estimated that more than 10,000 additional
farmland acres will be protected.

Outlook American settlements were located in areas where the land was the most
productive. Consequently, some of Vermont’'s most valuable and productive farmland is
located in areas that are continually threatened by rapid development and urban sprawl.
Once developed, productive farmland is lost forever. Agricultural land is being lost to
development in Vermont at an alarming rate. The Champlain Valley holds some of the
most productive agricultural soils, including the two largest agricultural producing coun-
ties. Much of this farmland is within an easy commute of the state’s largest city and
commercial center, Burlington. In other parts of the State, agricultural land is being con-
verted by suburban sprawl and second homes. This is especially true in owns
surrounding popular recreational areas such as ski areas and lakes. Suburban sprawl is
now evident in Vermont as it is in much of the Nation.
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Vermont Easements Difference in Population between 1990 --2000
(As of December 2001)
YWerrnont
County Acres Easement Cost Federal Payment
Total (3) Average $
($/acre)
Addison 5,324  $3,750,324 $704 $ 1,107,218 30%
Bennington 430 $316,865 $737 $ 50,000 16%
Caledonia 224 $ 159,699 $713 $ 6,496 4%
Chittenden 703 $ 852,000 $1,212 $ 426,000 50% . .
Franklin 7,528  $4,924368 $654 $1811,452  37% Change in Population
Grand Isle 899 $ 871,695 $ 970 $ 194,500 22%
Lamoile 1,849  $1,133,000 $613 $ 566,500 50% [ o & 1000
Orange 648 $ 463,800 $716 $ 208,534 45% |:|
Orleans 1,928 $1,043,105 $ 541 $ 413,000 40% 1,000t 2,500
Rutland 1,167 $ 765,000 $ 656 $ 382,500 50%
Washington 343  $363,000 $ 1,058 $ 181,500 50% L 2500 & 5000
Windham 127 $ 250,000 $ 1,969 $ 125,000 50% . £,000 t 0000
Windsor 747 $ 355,530 $ 476 $ 146,000 41% . -
TOTAL 21,917 $ 15,248,386 $ 696 $ 5,618,700 37% '
Eource: U5 Bursau of Ceneus, Cenaue of Population 2000
|I - :-_I » i
™ . .
|I :_ 1 .':.
b -I by '.
Leuntles with acgulred H2l' aoreage L L _“"“_
T Counties with pending FPP acraage —
DT Ceeunticg with beedh agyuired and pending FTPP aznzags
. i) =.:ll I_.-r\.-.l_\._ :_:-""Jli.:.\-.ﬂ o . orud 1% S LS ST TR LRI BT .
!Q-I'LF'.-_.”.':- Lyl il

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation, or marital or
family status. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA's
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director of Civil Rights, Room 326W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-

9410 or call (202) 720-5964 (voice and TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.




